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Dear Family,

In 2013 when the projects for our Advent Conspiracy were selected, a switch was
made from supporting Charity Water to a water project in Thailand. After talking with
many of you, several questions came up, and I realized I needed to communicate why
we are sending this team of 10 to build a water system in Thailand.

We are blessed to have had God lead Pastor Eiji to our church. As a result, we came
to know an American Baptist missionary family, Mike & Becky Mann. They are
agricultural specialists and have done 270 water projects for Karen villages in
Thailand. Thailand has over 100 spoken languages. Most of these minority ethnic
tribes are in need of clean water.

So the Missions Committee decided that the 2013 Advent Conspiracy Water Project
would be through the Manns. So, why not just send money like we do with Charity
Water, which is very effective in bringing people clean water? Why not pay the tribal
people to dig and bring clean water to their village? The average wage earner earns
$100 a month. They could build several water systems.

These questions are valid, however we learned something very important which I
have not made clear. For the Manns, the water is not the main goal – it is the Gospel
of Jesus. The water is a reason to send Christians into a village, along with
permanent missionaries. To have American churches come and work to help the
people of these villages is a statement of Jesus’ love. The water and the work give the
missionaries a voice to the village and Christ will be made known.

This is the first time we have ever done such a mission. The Thai Mission Team is a
little overwhelmed with what the task will be and how we will fulfill it. We are
depending on Jesus to carry us and see the work completed.

We don’t yet know what village we are going to. There are three possibilities.

1. A village with little or no contact with Christians
2. A village where the missionaries have gone and set up a teaching station
3. A village where a church has been started and we would work with them to

strengthen their church

This is why we are going to Thailand to do a water project. Please pray for the team,
which will consist of Pastor Eiji Osato, Pastor Steve Langley, Naoto Funada, Grace
Hayashi, Ken Kawahara, Izumi Kawasaki, Gerald Mayewaki, Kathy Sato, Wayne
Tofukuji and Lauren Yoshiba.

This year, we are back to supporting Charity Water for Advent Conspiracy. We won’t
know the outcome of our Thai missions trip and so won’t know if we can build on the
start of this relationship, but we do want to support a water project.

I hope this helps you understand and now look for ways to support the team, as well
as Advent Conspiracy.

His child,

Pastor Steve
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SEPTEMBER BOARD REPORT
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR

By now summer is pretty much over for most of us. The majority of
students have returned or are about to return to school for the fall. Let
us keep our students in prayer as they navigate through a new
academic year filled with opportunities and challenges.

SIX NEW MEMBERS APPROVED

At the September Board meeting, your Board had the pleasure of approving the
applications of six new members to GVBC:  Edwin Kawasaki (baptism), Wesley
Shiosaki (baptism), Brad Toy (baptism), Grace Toy (Christian experience), Elma
Whitacre (baptism), and Brian Whitacre (baptism). Welcome and congratulations to
each of our new church members. We look forward to your growth and service.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Revenue for the month of July came in at $97,409 while expenses were $114,552. We
experienced a net loss of $17,143 for that month. However, year-to-date at of July, we
saw a net cumulative gain of $18,788. Preliminary figures for August showed higher
revenue at $111,248.

Nehemiah giving for July was $30,234, below the $38,359 projected for the month.

OTHER BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS

Your Board discussed an idea for establishing a program to allow unpaid seminar
interns to work at the church. Such a program, if instituted, would be required to have
an educational focus for the intern. We also discussed the agenda for the Special
Business Meeting which was held on Sunday, September 21 to consider the
ordinations of Brian Lo and Rodney Tanaka. The American Baptist Churches of Los
Angeles is having its Annual Meeting on October 3-4 so we discussed having
delegates attend the meeting.

Pastor Steve Langley reported that overall church attendance remains stable.

Until next month . . .
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KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL
BY JAMES CHANG, ASSISTANT PASTOR
PHOTOS BY SIVIO CARRARA

Keep Gardena Beautiful is a Neighborhood Ministry event
which partners together with the City of Gardena to do all
sorts of community beautifying projects. We pick up piles of
trash along the Normandie railroad tracks; we paint chipped

walls at Johnson Park, Mas Fukai Park, and the
Primm Pool; we clear walking paths and pull weeds in
the Willow Wetlands; and we clean up areas at Peary
Middle School. It's one of just a handful of ministries
at GVBC which brings together people from our first
and second worship services as well as people from
our Japanese-speaking Nichigo congregation — from
all generations and nationalities — to work alongside
one another for the Kingdom of God.

Some might wonder how does something like
cleaning a park spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ?  Well, often times, what people may not
realize is, there are some serious obstacles in the
way even before getting to talk about Jesus. In
today’s generation, one of the greatest obstacles
we face is a highly negative view of the church —
the church doesn't love beyond its walls; it doesn't
even love well within its walls; it doesn't care
about the earth; and it doesn't really make any

real difference for humanity's sake. A ministry event like
Keep Gardena Beautiful helps to show our surrounding
community that GVBC does care about others and about
the Lord's earth and it can be united together and serve
alongside one another because GVBC loves
unconditionally the same way Jesus loved.

All of the Neighborhood Ministry's events seek to build
the key relational bridges over which the Gospel of Jesus
Christ can be more clearly felt and known and shared.
Each year, Keep Gardena Beautiful continues to be a
testimony of the love of Jesus Christ within us and

through us as a church family. Thank you all for your
ongoing support and participation!

For more information about Neighborhood Ministry,
please contact Pastor James Chang, ext. 679:
james@gvbc.net.



4

God startled and pleasantly surprised
Kenton Fukuda.
WHAT IS GOD’S PLAN

In December 2012, Kenton questioned
whether God’s plan was for him to stay in
Southern California or return home to
Hawaii. Although he had a good job as a
Systems Support Engineer for Post
Production at Keycode Media in Burbank,
he really missed his family.

Living in Arcadia, he made the 45-minute
drive on Sundays to GVBC. Through a
friend, Kenton began regularly attending
in 2010. Wisely, he actively sought the
Lord in prayer, desiring to know where
God wanted him to be.

A SPECIAL BLESSING AWAITED HIM

Through prayer, he came to realize Southern California
and GVBC was exactly where God wanted him to be. On
a Saturday night in January 2013, Kenton confirmed this
to his friend, Drew. The next morning he came, as was
his normal routine, to GVBC. A special blessing was
waiting for him because — through T.J. Yee (an active
member of our Body) — he was introduced to his future
wife, Janene [Tofukuji]. In retrospect, Kenton recognized
the timing of meeting Janene, which was totally
unexpected, could only be God!

MUSICAL MINISTRY AT GVBC
Today, Kenton and Janene, who live in Studio City,
continue to attend GVBC. As a member of the second
service worship team, Kenton plays the acoustic and
electric guitar. Musically talented, he can play all string
instruments. Music is his passion — his spiritual gift from
God — having majored in it at Azusa Pacific University
(APU) where he received a B.A. in Commercial Music
(June 2011).

GROWING UP IN A CHRISTIAN HOME

A native of Oahu, Hawaii, Kenton feels blessed to grow
up in a Christian home with his parents, Ken & Gail
Fukuda, and older sister, Lauren. In the early years of
their marriage, Kenton’s parents became Christians
before he and Lauren were born. Kenton and his family
regularly attended Kaimuki Christian Church (KCC) in
Hawaii. At age six, he accepted the Lord and at age 13
was baptized on Ala Moana Beach.

A GOD OF GOODNESS
PROFILE OF KENTON FUKUDA
BY KATHY AISO

“I AM CONVINCED THAT HE (GOD) DOES NOT PLAY DICE.” — ALBERT EINSTEIN

In elementary school he pursued his
love of music by playing the ukulele. In
high school he performed with the
Christian rock alternative band
“Twentyfour64.” As one of six band
members, Kenton played electrical
guitar. During this time with
“Twentyfour64,” his interest in music
shifted to recording rather than
performing.

BIBLE-BASED SERMONS AT GVBC
After attending Christian schools from
childhood, Kenton continued his
Christian education at APU, pursuing
his passion for music. While at APU, he
began attending GVBC and immediately
felt at home. GVBC reminded him a lot
of KCC with a friendly body which

included many Asians, other cultures, and a Caucasian
pastor. The church body was even about the same size.
Most importantly, sound doctrine was preached. “I really
liked how the pastors incorporated much of the Bible,
verse-by-verse, in their sermons,” Kenton shared. In
2012 he became a member of GVBC.

A FAITHFUL AND LOVING CHRISTIAN WIFE

Kenton is thankful God provided him with a good wife,
Janene, who was also raised with solid Christian values.
“Janene is always faithful in praying for me,” Kenton
shares. “And I appreciate that she is a good
communicator.” Also, they both share the positive
attribute of organization. In May 2014 Kenton and
Janene were married in a Temecula vineyard. Pastor
Chris Koga officiated.

GOD IS ALWAYS IN CONTROL

One of Kenton’s favorite Bible verses, Jeremiah 29:11
reminds him God is always in control.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” [NIV]

“Whenever I feel anxious about things going on in my
life, I remember God is in control which helps me to stay
calm.”

Knowing his life is in God’s hands gives Kenton a
confidence and peace which passes all understanding.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Dave Nishimoto and family in the passing of his mother, Nancy Fuyuko Nishimoto who passed away on Monday,
September 15. The memorial service will be held on Wednesday, October 22, 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Steve
Langley will officiate.

Shirley Aoto and Patty Yanaga and families in the passing of their brother, Richard, who recently passed away.
The funeral service was held on Wednesday, October 1 in Colorado where he resided. His widow's name is Jean.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Alex & Ann [Matsushima] Chiu in the birth of their first
baby girl, Mazzy Lily, who was born on Sunday, September 28 in Portland,
OR. where they reside. Ann delivered Mazzy into the world at 7:43 p.m.
Little Mazzy was 9 lbs. 4.20 oz. and 20.75 inches long. Proud grandparents
are Bob & Teresa Matsushima and her uncle and aunt are Paul & Monica
Matsushima.

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family & Friends, Words cannot begin to express my gratitude for all the love shown to me with
warm hugs and kind words. Thank you for the beautiful floral spray that graced the chapel at Green Hills for my
mother, Fumiko [memorial service on Saturday, September 13]. Knowing that I will see her one day gives me
hope, joy, and peace. With a grateful heart, Amy Kato & Family

THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP WAS EXTENDED TO OUR FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28:

Dear GVBC,

Thank you so much for choosing
me to be the recipient of the
Kishiyama Scholarship. I praise
God for His goodness and I am
so thankful He has allowed me
to continue my education at
Biola.

With your generosity, I have the opportunity to
attend another exciting year at school. I pray God
continues to work through me during college and
shapes me into the person He wants me to be.

Thank you again for your support and financial
help.

In Christ,
Candace Hirano

Dear GVBC sisters and brothers:

After much prayer and guidance, God has
blessed me with the opportunity to be
steeped in learning at Fuller Theological
Seminary.

My gratitude to our GVBC family is gigantic.
Please keep me accountable to being a
faithful steward of the resources our church has
provided while remaining attentive, obedient, open,
courageous, fearless, rigorously honest, and loving
throughout. May we continue to seek justice for all,
and boldly engage in healing mind, body, spirit. Let
us express tenderness and grace to each other as
sisters and brothers in Christ.

With fierce hope,
Unity and gratitude,

Diane Ujiiye

Edwin Kawasaki

Wesley Shiosaki

Grace Toy
Brad Toy

Elma Whitacre Brain Whitacre

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
OASIS
Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m., Room 218. Taught by
Pastor Ron Matsuda. [NOTE: not meeting October 29]

PASTORAL STAFF APPRECIATION MONTH
October is our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation month.
Cards, letters, or emails of appreciation can be sent to the
church office during the month of October. A list of pastoral
staff and contact information is on a flyer on the Narthex
counter. Place them in the box on the counter throughout the
month of October.

WORK DAY
October 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday of
each month. Come when you can and leave when you must.
No experience needed. Lunch is provided. Next Work Day is
November 1.

GVBC JOB CLUB
Wednesday, October 8, 6:30 p.m., Room 119. The Job Club
meets once a month.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, October 11, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next
Bilingual Service is November 8.

COLUMBUS DAY
Monday, October 13 office is open

GVBC GOLF FELLOWSHIP TOURNAMENT
Saturday, October 18, Rio Hondo.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, October 25, 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m., Room 113.
All men invited. The next Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday,
November 15.

TIME CHANGE
Sunday, November 2 Daylight Savings time ends. Fall BACK
one hour.

VETRERANS DAY
Tuesday, November 11 office is open

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 16, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. Please
plan to attend. We need a quorum of voting GVBC members.
More info to follow.

THANKSGIVING SERVICES
Sunday, November 23. Come to our Thanksgiving Sunday
service to hear how God has blessed those in our
congregation this past year. There will be an open-mic
session for those who feel led to speak about their blessings.
Also, we will be collecting your Operation Christmas Child
gift boxes during  both worship services.

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28 for
Thanksgiving Holiday

WORK DAY/CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 29, 8:00 a.m. Come help us clean our
campus and decorate it for the Christmas holidays. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must. 6

MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (MOM)
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140.
MUST HAVE a valid passport. Spanish is helpful but not
mandatory. You will help with prayer, food, medical clinic,
worship, clean up, working with men, women, children, crafts,
handing out food/clothes/ shoes or give your testimony. To
sign up or for more information contact Teresa Matsushima
via the church office or email: teresa47@gmail.com.

~ 2015 ~
PRIMETIMER’S 2015 KYUSHU SOUTHERN JAPAN TRIP
Depart LAX Tuesday, October 13, Arrive LAX Thursday,
October 22.
Cost: $4,458 per person (8 nights, 22 meals, ground
transportation, admission fees, tax & gratuities, round-trip
airport transfers in Japan, tour guide, international flight,
Japan domestic flights)
Deposit: $200 deposit DEADLINE January 13, 2015 to
reserve a spot on tour
Balance of Payment due: July 13, 2015
Tour highlights: We will tour Kagoshima, Miyazaki,
Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Saga, Oita, Fukuoka.
For questions contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi thru the office.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PIPE ORGAN REPAIR FUND
Back in 1969, our American Baptist Women Circles sold cookbooks to raise $25,000 to buy the pipe organ in our
sanctuary.

Today, the pipe organ is in need of major repairs that will cost an estimated $25,000. Our Board of Deacons has
approved the establishment of a special fund to raise funds to cover the cost of these repairs and has authorized the
transfer of approximately $9,100 from another unused fund to help kick-start the project.

We are also having a fundraising cookbook, an homage to our original pipe organ fundraiser. Look for it soon!

If you would like to contribute, please designate “Pipe Organ Repair” on your offering envelope or check. You may also
give online at: www.gvbc.net, “Give.”

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 15 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 12.

GVBC’S ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
5:30 — 7:30 P.M.
All volunteers can purchase food at 4:30 p.m.

The Children’s Harvest Festival is coming and WE NEED your help!  This is an
opportunity to partner together and provide a safe environment for children and families to
enjoy the fall festivities and show the love of Christ within our community.

WE NEED HELP WITH:
 Set-up erector sets (Wednesday, October 29 @ 4:00 p.m.)
 Clean-up (Friday, October 31 @ 8:00 p.m.
 Candy distribution
 Greeters
 Registration
 Booth workers
 Security
 Cafè Workers
 Exit

WE NEED: Wrapped Candy & Pumpkin Donations
We are in need of individually wrapped (in unopened bags) of candy and small pumpkins (4 to 4 1/2 inches diameter).

Please drop off your candy and pumpkin donations in the wooden box in the Narthex on any Sunday up to October 26. If
you would like to drop off your donations during the week, you may bring them to the church office and place them in the
large plastic container marked “Harvest Festival” next to Jan’s desk (the first desk facing you as you enter the office).

Volunteer signup flyers are in the Narthex. Fill out the flyer and drop it into the box on the counter in the Narthex or bring
it to the office. Also, there will be a table out in the Courtyard in between the worship services starting Sunday, Oct. 5.

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY
We are collecting donations from October through December. Place your items in the brown
box in the Narthex. A complete list of most-needed items is available on the Narthex counter.
Please watch expiration dates!  We are also accepting checks (made out to GVBC with Food
Pantry on the memo line) or cash. You can also donate online at www.gvbc.net “Give.”
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683

Website www.gvbc.net

E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net

Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5/COMMUNION
Church Does: Serve One Another
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
Church Does: Be of the Same Mind with One Another
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
Church Does: Devoted to One Another
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
Church Does: Admonish One Another
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2/COMMUNION
Church Does: Bear One Another’s Burdens
Pastor Steve Langley

HARVEST FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
5:30 — 7:30 P.M.


